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Abstract:
Despite the fact that the impact of the current economic crisis vary from country to another, no
single country can claim that it is away from the consequences of this crisis. With respect to
migration, Egypt is a major labor exporting country. With about six million Egyptians living
and working abroad, and the fact that Egypt is one of the major remittances’ recipient
worldwide, the impact of the economic crisis as related to migration may expected to last for
years. This presentation sheds some light on potential risks and challenges related to the
economic crisis and Egyptian migration. The presentation focuses on migration flows,
remittances, unemployment, and social correlates of the economic crisis. The presentation
depends mainly on available data on remittances published by the Central Bank of Egypt and
other scattered data related to the crisis and the Egyptian migration.

The Crisis
“The world is confronted with the worst financial and economic crisis since the Great
Depression. The evolving crisis, which began within the world’s major financial centers, has
spread throughout the global economy, causing severe social, political and economic impacts 1.”
Since the beginning of the crisis, many countries have suffered negative impacts reflected in
increasing unemployment rates, decreasing economic rates, declining remittances from migrants
abroad, return migration, a serious impact on migrants’ rights, and increasing rates of irregular
migration. With more than six million Egyptians abroad, Egypt is facing serious problems
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caused by the global economic and financial problems. Despite the fact that statistics are not
available to quantify the impact of the crisis, negative outcomes of the crisis started to evolve.

In this short presentation, an attempt is made to shed some light on the impact of the economic
and financial crisis on the Egyptian migration, with a special focus on unemployment,
remittances, and return migration.

Egyptians Abroad
The total number of Egyptian migrants is estimated by 6.5 million in 2008. Two main migration
streams for Egyptian migrants can be identified; the Arab countries and the West (North
America, Europe, and Australia). While the West hosts about 25 percent of Egyptian migrants,
Arab countries (mainly GCC countries, Libya, and Jordan) host about 75 percent of Egyptians
abroad. According to the 2008 data 2, the total number of Egyptians in Arab countries was 4.8
million in 2008, 95 percent of them were concentrated in five countries; Libya (2 million), Saudi
Arabia (1.3 million), Jordan (525 thousand), Kuwait (480 thousand) and United Arab Emirates
(260 thousands). In 2008, Egyptians in the West were about 1.7 million. More than 90 percent of
them are concentrated in seven countries: USA and Canada (780 thousands), The United
Kingdom (250 thousand), Italy (190 thousands), France (160 thousands), Australia (80
thousand), and Greece (80,000).

Impact of the Economic Crisis
In this section, I present the impact of the economic crisis on unemployment rates in Egypt,
remittances, migrants’ rights, and internal migration. Evidence-based analysis and investigations
related to the specified domains through which the economic crisis may affect migration are
partially available. Hence, the analysis presented in this communication is more to insights into
the impact of the economic crisis on migration rather than hard facts.
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Table 1
Estimated Number of Egyptians Abroad by Main Destination, 2008
Region/Country

Number of migrants

Arab countries

4,789,359

African Countries

2,445

Asian countries

6,073

Australia

106,000

European countries

790,799

USA and Canada

780,841

Total

6,475,517

Source: Ministry of Manpower and Emigration (2009) Egyptian Migrants Estimates, unpublished tables.

Impact on unemployment
Unemployment has been one of the major problems of Egypt in the last few decades. The last
quarter of 2008 and the first quarter of 2009 witnessed an increase of unemployment rates in
Egypt. Data released by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS)
indicate that unemployment rate in Egypt increased from 8.8 percent in the second quarter of
2008 to 9.2 percent in the same period of 2009 3. The rising rate of unemployment hinders
poverty alleviation efforts, putting additional burden on the Egyptians living below the poverty
line.

Despite the fact that quantitative evidence does not exist to directly link the increase of
unemployment rates to return migration and the declining job opportunities internally and
externally, one can safely say that the global financial crisis is one of the main factors that affect
unemployment rates.
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Impact on remittances
In economic and financial terms, the most important aspect of migration for the sending country
are remitted money (usually cash transfers and goods), the so-called remittances that migrant
workers sent back to family or friends at home. Such flows of wealth are important to both the
families of migrants and to the economy of sending countries 4 (Caldwell 1969).
P3F
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Egypt is one of the top remittance receivers worldwide and the premier receiver among Arab
countries. Egyptian migrants remitted an amount of 9.5 Billion USD in 2008. Remittances
comprise about Six percent of the Egyptian GDP. A report on Egyptian remittances released in
August 2009 indicated that migrants’ remittances to Egypt decreased from 2.285 billion USD in
the first quarter of 2008 to 1.738 Billion USD in the first quarter of 2009 with an absolute
decline of about 550 million. The report also indicated that remittances of Egyptians in Kuwait
decreased from 642 to 337 in, the same period remittances from Egyptian workers in Saudi
Arabia decreased from 254 to 196 million. If this trend continued in 2009, the Egyptian
remittances may be expected to decline from 9.5 to 7.3 Billion USD, with about 2.2 billion USD
or more than 20% of remittances in 2008.

Impact on migrants’ rights
The economic crisis will also increase the initial cost of migration, i.e. the cost of securing a
work contract in one of the Arab Gulf countries – the traditional destination of Egyptian migrants
or the cost of irregular migration to Europe. In addition, migrants will be obliged to accept harsh
working conditions in order to keep their job such as working more hours than usual or accept
lower salaries than before.

Impact on internal migration
Seizing job opportunities abroad and the return migration will increase the pressure on internal
migration and labor circulation internally. While Egyptian metropolitans already suffer from
internal migration which is the main cause of the growing slum areas surrounding Cairo and
other metropolitans, it is expected that the decreasing opportunities of securing job opportunity
4
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abroad will increase pressure on jobs internally. Internal migration to metropolitans is expected
to play a major role in absorbing the negative impact of the economic crisis in rural Egypt.

Impact on migration and development
The crisis came in a time that many countries, including Egypt, started to join international
efforts to encourage the migration and development interrelationships and encourage linkages
between diasporas and their origin to foster development and build bridges between migrants and
their home countries. The economic crisis is expected to weaken such initiatives.

Conclusion
Despite the fact that we don’t have enough data to assess the current and the future impact of the
current economic crisis, it is expected that this phase will have a serious negative impact on
remittances, unemployment, internal migration, migration and development initiatives, and
migrants’ rights. Despite all of these negative impacts of the crisis, opportunities still exist;
return migrant come back to Egypt with their cumulated remittances, knowledge, and experience
which may be mainstreamed into economic development in Egypt. However, this is not a granted
opportunity; government policies should support the penetration of return migrants into
economic development by utilizing their remittances, knowledge and skills in the development
process. The economic crisis also can be considered as an opportunity to develop the knowledge
and skills of the labor force to be able to compete in the international labor market after the end
of this crisis. It is important also to indicate the importance of government expenditure to
increase government expenditure to vitalize the economy through creating job opportunities and
to avoid recession.
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ﺃﺛﺮ ﺍﻷﺯﻣﺔ ﺍﻹﻗﺘﺼﺎﺩﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﺮﺍﻫﻨﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺮﻳﺔ ﻭﺍﻟﻤﺼﺮﻳﻴﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ

ﻣﻠﺨﺺ ﺍﻟﻨﺺ ﺍﻹﻧﺠﻠﻴﺰﻱ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ ﺃﻥ ﺗﺄﺛﻴﺮ ﺍﻷﺯﻣﺔ ﺍﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎﺩﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﺮﺍﻫﻨﺔ ﻗﺪ ﻁﺎﻝ ﻛﺎﻓﺔ ﺑﻠﺪﺍﻥ ﺍﻟﻤﻌﻤﻮﺭﺓ ،ﺇﻻ ﺃﻥ ﺗﺄﺛﻴﺮﻫﺎ ﻗﺪ ﻳﺨﺘﻠﻒ ﻣﻦ
ﺑﻠﺪ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺁﺧﺮ .ﻭﻻ ﺷﻚ ﺃﻥ ﺍﻻﺛﺮ ﺍﻟﺴﻠﺒﻲ ﻟﻬﺬﻩ ﺍﻻﺯﻣﺔ ﻗﺪ ﺃﺩﻯ ﺇﻟﻲ ﺗﺪﺍﻋﻴﺎﺕ ﺧﻄﻴﺮﺓ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﺘﺸﻐﻴﻞ ﻭﺇﻧﺘﻘﺎﻝ
ﺍﻟﻘﻮﻯ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻣﻠﺔ ﻭﺍﻟﺠﺎﻟﻴﺎﺕ ﺍﻟﻮﻁﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ .ﻭﻧﻈﺮﺍ ﻟﻜﻮﻥ ﻣﺼﺮ ﻭﺍﺣﺪﺓ ﻣﻦ ﻛﺒﺮﻳﺎﺕ ﺍﻟﺪﻭﻝ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺪﺭﺓ ﻟﻠﻘﻮﻯ
ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻣﻠﺔ ﻭﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﺪﻭﻝ ﺍﻟﻌﺸﺮ ﺍﻻﻭﺍﺋﻞ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ﺍﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠﺔ ﻟﺘﺤﻮﻳﻼﺕ ﺃﺑﻨﺎﺋﻬﺎ ﺍﻟﺬﻳﻦ ﻳﻌﻤﻠﻮﻥ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ ،ﻓﺈﻥ ﺃﺛﺮ ﻫﺬﻩ
ﺍﻻﺯﻣﺔ ﻻﺑﺪ ﻭﺃﻥ ﻳﻄﺎﻝ ﻛﻤﻴﺔ ﻫﺬﻩ ﺍﻟﺘﺤﻮﻳﻼﺕ ﻭﺗﺪﻓﻘﺎﺗﻬﺎ .ﻭﺗﺘﻨﺎﻭﻝ ﻫﺬﻩ ﺍﻟﻮﺭﻗﺔ ﺍﻟﺒﺤﺜﻴﺔ ﺍﻵﺛﺎﺭ ﺍﻟﻤﺘﺮﺗﺒﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻷﺯﻣﺔ
ﺍﻹﻗﺘﺼﺎﺩﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻴﺔ ﻭﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺮﻳﺔ .ﻭﻗﺪ ﺃﻭﺿﺤﺖ ﺍﻟﺪﺭﺍﺳﺔ ،ﻁﺒﻘﺎ ﻟﻠﻤﻌﻄﻴﺎﺕ ﺍﻟﻤﺘﺎﺣﺔ ،ﺃﻥ ﻫﻨﺎﻙ ﺇﻧﺨﻔﺎﺿﺎ
ﻛﺒﻴﺮﺍ ﻓﻲ ﺗﺤﻮﻳﻼﺕ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺮﻳﻴﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ ﻗﺪ ﻳﺼﻞ ﺍﻟﻰ

 20ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺎﺋﺔ ﻋﺎﻡ  2009ﻋﻦ ﻣﺴﺘﻮﻯ ﺍﻟﺘﺤﻮﻳﻼﺕ ﻋﺎﻡ

 ،2008ﻛﻤﺎ ﺃﻥ ﻫﺬﻩ ﺍﻷﺯﻣﺔ ﺭﺑﻤﺎ ﺗﺆﺩﻱ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺯﻳﺎﺩﺓ ﻣﻌﺪﻻﺕ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﻏﻴﺮ ﺍﻟﻨﻈﺎﻣﻴﺔ ﻧﻈﺮﺍ ﻹﻧﺴﺪﺍﺩ ﺃﺑﻮﺍﺏ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ
ﺍﻟﻨﻈﺎﻣﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻭﺟﻪ ﺍﻟﻌﺪﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ ﺭﺍﻏﺒﻲ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ .ﻭﺭﺑﻤﺎ ﺗﺆﺩﻱ ﻫﺬﻩ ﺍﻷﺯﻣﺔ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺇﺿﻄﺮﺍﺭ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻣﻠﻴﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ ﻟﻘﺒﻮﻝ
ﺷﺮﻭﻁ ﻋﻤﻞ ﻗﺎﺳﻴﺔ ،ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺇﺭﺗﻔﺎﻉ ﺗﻜﻠﻔﺔ ﺍﻟﺤﺼﻮﻝ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻓﺮﺻﺔ ﻋﻤﻞ ﺑﺎﻟﺨﺎﺭﺝ .ﺃﺿﻒ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺫﻟﻚ ﺃﻥ
ﺇﻧﺤﺴﺎﺭ ﻓﺮﺹ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﻟﻠﺨﺎﺭﺝ ﺭﺑﻤﺎ ﻳﺆﺩﻱ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺇﺭﺗﻔﺎﻉ ﻣﻌﺪﻻﺕ ﺍﻟﺒﻄﺎﻟﺔ ﻭﻳﺴﺎﻫﻢ ﺃﻳﻀﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺯﻳﺎﺩﺓ ﺍﻟﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﺍﻟﺪﺍﺧﻠﻴﺔ
ﻣﻦ ﺍﻻﻗﺎﻟﻴﻢ ﺍﻟﻤﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ ﻟﻠﻘﺎﻫﺮﺓ ﻭﺍﻻﺳﻜﻨﺪﺭﻳﺔ.
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